
OSWER Innovations 
Pilot 
National Paint Product Stewardship
Dialogue 

The Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) initiated a series of innovative pilots to test new ideas 
and strategies for environmental and public health protection to make OSWER programs more efficient, effective,
and user-friendly. A small amount of money is set aside to fund creative proposals. The creative projects test 
approaches to waste minimization, energy recovery, recycling, land revitalization, and homeland security that may
be replicated across various sectors, industries, communities, and regions. We hope these pilots will pave the way
for programmatic and policy recommendations by demonstrating the environmental and economic benefits of 
creative, innovative approaches to the difficult environmental challenges we face today. 

BACKGROUND 

Over 600 million gallons of paint are sold each year in 
the United States. Paint presents a significant waste 
management challenge and a largely untapped reusable 
resource. The small percentage that is currently 
recovered for reuse and recycling demonstrates that a 
high quality reuse product can be generated. It, however, 
would cost states and municipalities over $275 million 
annually to safely manage the 34 million gallons of 
leftover paint generated each year. In communities with 
household hazardous waste programs, paint comprises 
about 60% of all wastes collected. In communities 
without household hazardous waste programs, paint is 
disposed of in landfills, incinerators, storm drains, 
sewers, or open dumps. 

Product stewardship is becoming an increasingly 
important policy direction in this country. Added to 
increased recycling and disposal costs are the even 
higher costs of keeping the growing number of toxic 
products out of solid waste disposal facilities. State and 
local agencies are turning to product manufacturers, 
retailers, and other potential partners to become part of 
the solution. The Product Stewardship Institute (PSI) 
state and local government members have targeted paint 
as a priority issue. PSI’s report, Paint Product 
Stewardship: A Background Report for the Dialogue on 
Paint Product Stewardship, frames the problems, issues, 
and potential solutions to leftover paint management and 
will serve as the starting point for a dialogue among 
stakeholders on paint product stewardship issues. 

PILOT APPROACH 

U.S. EPA Region 9, in partnership with the Product 
Stewardship Initiative, paint manufacturers, paint 
retailers, state and local government agencies, and 
nonprofit organizations and universities, will bring 
stakeholders together through a facilitated dialogue over 
a one-year period to discuss effective, economical 
methods for recycling leftover paint. Over 30 key 
stakeholders already have made a commitment to 
participate in this dialogue. The goal is to produce, a 
clear set of strategies that can be implemented across the 
country. 

INNOVATION 

Several paint manufacturers are using leftover paint to 
manufacture recycled paint and others are piloting 
programs to encourage consumers to return unused paint 
for recycling or disposal. This pilot will build upon 
these private sector initiatives to reduce environmental 
impacts across the country. 

BENEFITS 

A national, multi-stakeholder agreement is expected to 
result in the reduction of paint waste, an increase in 
paint reuse and recycling, economic gains for paint 
recyclers, and incentives for paint manufacturers to 
participate in leftover paint management programs. 
Active dialogue is likely to stimulate pilot projects 
around the country, demonstrate new markets for 



leftover paint, and encourage more effective paint 
management and recycling processes. 

CONTACTS 

Patricia Norton, EPA Region 9, 415-972-3318 

For additional information, visit the EPA OSWER 
Innovations web site at: www.epa.gov/oswer/IWG.htm. 
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